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Please join
us on
Sundays at
8 and 10
am.

All
Are
Welcome!

The search process has borne fruit and we have called a new
rector to serve at Christ Church. He will begin in November
and is excited to join us. Below is his bio, so we can begin to
get to know him before he arrives.
The Reverend Peter K. Ackerman is a cradle Episcopalian who was
almost literally born in an Episcopal Church when his adult, pregnant
with him mother was baptized at an Easter Vigil service. Instead, Peter
was born in a hospital early on Easter Sunday morning. Thus began a
proper beginning for a person who would one day be ordained a priest.
He grew up in the San Fernando Valley of Los Angeles, California with his
three brothers and their parents; a television executive producer, Harry
Ackerman (who died in 1991), and actress Elinor Donahue, who is
retired and lives with his stepdad in Palm Desert, California. Currently
Peter+ and a collaborator are working on a book about his growing up in
“Hollywood” during the days of classic television.
Pete, himself, was an actor for a brief period, and later worked on the
production and administrative side of show business on commercials,
music videos, and television. Early in that vocational period Peter met
his wife, Marie. The two were wed in 1987 and they have two adult
children, Harry (30), and Amy (28). Amy lives in Chicago and works
remotely for a political polling organization in Washington DC. Harry
lives with the couple and currently works at a local Walmart. The
Ackermans have one pet, a cat named Floyd.
While working for Warner Bros. Television, Peter felt unfulfilled in his
vocation and prayed over it. The answer to his prayer unfolded and
while working a day job in Commercial Property Management when he
was hired onto the staff of his parish as a Youth Leader. Later he became their Parish Administrator as well. It was during this, as a parishioner and staff member of an Episcopal parish that he discerned the call
to ordination.
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(The Rev. Peter Ackerman & family biography, cont’d.)

Fr. Peter’s bishop in Los Angeles sent the family to Alexandria, Virginia for his
seminary education. Because Fr. Peter and Marie enjoyed raising their children in
Northern Virginia, they applied to their bishop to remain on the east coast when the
parish where Fr. Peter was doing his internship indicated that they wanted to hire
him.
Peter graduated from The Virginia Theological Seminary in 2007 and was ordained
the same year. He served as the associate rector at Immanuel Church on the Hill in
Alexandria, Virginia until he was called as rector to St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church,
Springfield Virginia in 2011.
After their daughter, Amy, graduated from Virginia Tech, the Ackermans decided to
return to their home state. Fr. Peter began serving in the Episcopal Diocese of San
Joaquin as rector of The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist in Lodi. Though the
three Ackermans enjoyed living closer to their extended family, the pandemic
brought them to the realization that the east coast, where they raised their children,
felt more like home.
Marie Ackerman is a licensed sommelier and a restaurant manager. When she
received an offer to return to an establishment in Northern Virginia they were
overjoyed to discover that Christ Church, Chaptico was looking for a priest with
Fr. Peter’s gifts and experience.
For recreation, Fr. Peter and Marie love hiking excursions. Though he is sober Marie
enjoys discovering wines and looks forward to continuing her sommelier licensing in
Washington DC. An avid reader, Fr. Peter enjoys mystery and pulp fiction novels and
has quite a large collection of movie tie-in novel paperbacks. As a spiritual discipline,
Fr. Peter reads the Bible completely every year. Harry and his dad enjoy perusing
bookstores, new and used, for literary treasures. Harry is a self taught expert in US
and military history. Additionally, though he has not been able to continue with it the
last few years, their son is a multi-level Tae Kwon Do black belt.
Fr. Peter, Marie, and Harry are ecstatic about moving to Chaptico and becoming
members of the welcoming parish community of Christ Church. They are further
delighted to return to the east coast and serve in The Episcopal Diocese of
Washington. Fr. Ackerman looks forward to a long tenure as rector of Christ Church.
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Upcoming Events
September 7: Buildings & Grounds meeting
September 14: Vestry meeting
October 5: Buildings & Grounds meeting
October 12: Vestry meeting

October 22: Parish bonfire—at the church
Every Wednesday, 7 pm: Our Prayer Group meets at the church.
Please consider dropping in.

The long awaited pew cushions have arrived
and they are beautiful! If you have not seen
them in person yet, it’s worth the trip.

Sunday Services
8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist

Office Hours
301.884.3451

Jennifer Groht—Parish Administrator
Keith Owens—Senior Warden
Brandon Frawley—Junior Warden
Brad Reeves—Treasurer

Members of the Vestry
Class of 2023: Lynn Burton, Dave Hudson, Dottie McCubbin
Class of 2024: John Deatrick, Paul Nelson, Lynne Redmond
Class of 2025: Julie Burch, Sara Frawley, Susan Tyner

